This is a typical
Species ldentification & Information Card
that shows how each species will be presented. These
pages describe how the card is set up, how to interpret
range maps, where to look for certain information or
photos, and other tips on how to use this guide.

Colour Code
The background colour behind the species name denotes
the taxonomic group, or species classification (e.g.
mammals: brown, birds: blue, etc.)

Species Photo

Common Name

Scientific
Name
(Genus species)

Status
The status of species changes over time - listings in this
guide are current as of January 2008 (check the web
for current info). The National status is shown next to

Range Description

Describes where the species is
known or expected to occur in

the Canadian flag and the Provincial status is shown
next to the Nova Scotia flag.

National: SARA/COSEWIC  Provincial: NS ESA

Nova Scotia (most also exist
elsewhere in Canada or the
world); sometimes includes the
number of individuals estimated
to exist in the population(s).

I

Detailed photo(s) of the species that show
distinguishing characteristics clearly.

Species Description
Distinguishing characteristics of the species are
described, including shape, size, colour, male/female/
juvenile differences, and so on.
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This space is for a Photographer
detailed drawing(s) ~ copyrights are
or photo(s) that indicated where
show other key necessary.
identifying
characteristics.

Sighting Locations
Describes where and when people are
most likely to see the species, which
may not be in typical habitat. Here,
we also provide flowering times for

plants, and sometimes specific
locations where you might encounter
the species.

Range Map

Shaded where the species is known to occur: red
(summer), blue (winter), or purple (year-round).

Where species have been studied extensively we
provide specific ranges. However, ranges are more

general when less is known.
Note: Species may also be found outside the indicated
range as new populations are discovered.

Habitat Description
The environment (physical/biological features) in which
the species is found, sometimes including the community
(other species) that usually occur in this habitat.

Habitat Photos
Detailed photos showing the habitat in which the species
is found - we try and provide a range of angles and

scales, showing the habitat from a distance, and close-up.



Similar Species
Other species that are similar in appearance are
described; the ways that people often confuse the two
are listed, and key distinguishing characteristics are
provided.

Although you might think you’ve seen a Species at Risk,
there are many “look-alikes” out there with which they
can be confused. To confirm your sighting, be sure to
take a photo!

Although we provide photos and descriptions of most
similar species, some are not covered in this guide.
Others are very difficult to distinguish. We recommend
you consult other resources (field guides, on-line
materials) to further assist your identification.
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Threats To Survival
Reasons why the species is at
risk are listed; some threats

Interesting Points Photos occur naturally (and are
Engaging, exciting, curious, ~ This space is for sometimes called “limiting
or otherwise interesting photos that factors” or “stressors”), but
points are listed about the  depict interesting most are caused/inflicted by
species. points. humans.
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Threats
Photos that depict the threats (dangers) that face the
species may be shown here.

Stewardship
This space is for photos that depict stewardship
opportunities, or people working to look after the species.
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Photos
This space is for

photos that depict the

similar species.

How You Can Help
The ways that people,
organizations, and communities
can help are highlighted. This
includes simple things you can do
every day at home, to more
advanced volunteer and
stewardship opportunities.

Contact: Info for agencies/jurisdictions helping to recover this species
at risk; contact them for general inquiries.

Info: References for additional information about the species.
Sighting Reports: The phone number and email address to which
you can report sightings.

Stewardship: Contacts for volunteer and stewardship opportunities.
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